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PARE, ARERHRBEEIRIENE, SRR A AR AR BFFEd s —
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MEHEEB PR, FOMTRERZG R IIIET (2007, 342).
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151
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(Gudykunst F1 Hammer 1988, 126 ; Lingenfelter 1 Mayers 2016, 17 ; 2%, 1
IRFIFEMALA 2014, 77-78 ; Elmer 2006, 66, 77-78),

6. B TR UMk U A 3k

ZWFRI S — AN R EUR BB T TR RIS T B B U,
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XL INFE Ted Ward R “FIFLL” ESOVED R “BRKR" (EEP, K
DURFIRSHRANH S H, 2014 4, 221),

80% HI3ZiiE TR T 5 S N AT = MATIR L, HMRZTTERGES 4
N AR, —L3258 RS BthE B s T E M LR =, &
5HMEED SR RENEANNERERRECHER, PO S AN &P
fuflle —RLANLAEH, EHR, BRI R S 1A B FOTrI R
RN R R — TPk R, 522 AL S (Gudykunstand Kim2003, 333;Lustigand
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Koester 2013, 227-245; Dodd 1998, 189—190; Elmer1993, 157) iR 7 ARLE A 24 i A
H TR R ZIE AN AN B AT S 2 3 N2 B IR R R

— AL R T A ey e T g e AR [ 2R ) S R DR 3 R S A
ST — M=, JEER ERFR TR Scef s, tEnsS —%%
FIG R, BIFRE T MRS 2SR RHIERT STEAE SRR e STE TR, Bl
iz 5 AR F R (Lustig K Koester 2006, 69-70; Moreau, Campbell, and
Greener 2014, 232-233), 72 RS, Yo Y- LA BERIN, 2
) Y 3t AR A SR FE B, X7 U T R/R BRI 5 A5 Tt A > Y B
SV —— 1At I A SR TSR AR TR A IR, e AT TR AT T At AT A
B (2007, 98),

—RL3Z 17 W B ESL AN AR DARE S AR T bR S A ik 42 2, Al
i Ze—EC 21 HH AT B TR, X AR S 7 AV B 2 A\ 0t Y 1 fth
TP — BN, 55— BB R B R B A AU R, 1%
Bz, BAH, AT, e, 252 R s iR S A i
THMEAE—E, BWMAT, XGRS 2 A0 53 5 T 88 24 A9 XUE S5
PUEEST BB )R R B EAE TS () — 2L (Gudykunst and Kim2003, 292;Gudykunst
andSudweeks 1992, 365-366; Lingenfelter and Mayers 2016, 10-11, 114),

B2 VT E WA S SACTE N HREAMAT AN E WA S s 7T I, 25 A252)
B 8 (RS T AT A EUZIREH BAEMA 2R MESTHE, PR
P/RFFAMGHS T EMA I E A (B SUeE L) EE, MUY ERNEE
A, AT TR — TR T — s b an s <FI, s — LS eI RS0
IR, DARIZAE TR AY 22 S alfE HE A BT SUEINIERUE ) (2016, 25-38),

3 NS EE 2 NS B 5 T TN R AR R, XL 5IRRER
e —3, BN EMA, RO T2 BRI R ANER (2006, 45),

9 (2R, MIETY ERYSKMER, — D FEAPRZ S LA
PRRBA K, — MR T e sP AR UMRH G AT TR AR A1 2 3\ B TR
FIFRIK, IR — 052 138 Rl Y 3 A A HA B8 5 e P K B [ SR % )
Ro 2 NARMIEZTERT, HTYMATEEE LRAHOT, BESAHR,
IXIEMTTREEIE TS, 1 A2 B — A2 “RAFRIIIR” BB HRY
HINfE T, 5H—ZTERR, MNEAZ TN S S AR RRE, EA

158



HAEH
MR ERE S TSR B TR R

MATTE S RESI AR DA TIRIZ RIS, AN, —E5Z 8 id 1 15 S A
AARIEIK DN B SRS H0E S AR M2 RIS, WRTATE, —& AREIES il
NSRRI IBEAME, BN 5321538 TR EE S b N8, 59— (R REM
RYHIBR SR, RO 28 5 5 A,

—EEZHEIRE TS S AR EAL A A PR R &, — T TR,
SR ES B — (B AR S SR S M AR RS L, RN AERAE S 1E
ARG, AN B K9S SRR, MI—MZEERN, 15
A ENE BAE S AN A T HAFAEDRR, RO ATE S BT T (RIS 1 B TR
FIANET R

8. EHHUHIN B2 RHAS?

HH AN E B 2 S E ' B R MR PSS — 1 FE, T2
BTN EBNIFIN RS T IEHER, —M27E MR TS R—
R EAKRRERR, MBS eE S, R, 5403 AfeH, ]
S KT AE T T35 b, — %2158 K BIBA K 2 RS2 AA] 5 R 4 B K
), MAITAT DAEAR > =2, EAHSZR:, BAEMEE, XEMRER S MIEMIIR
H—5, HS5MNKRNEVIXRRZEISERAE TR L EE LN FEER 2 —
(2007a, 15), ZMH - WUESE, HTHOSEBEME LWRITEERXR, 15
BN R R MU AR FIF R SRR SCHE (2007, 163),

MR, —h2yiERmn, BEESZ2PEANENA, 5 IEZHEL
19AGF, XibMAE R MREHS2E - BRI —, BHHA —S9R K
HIBA T B s E R T AR EZ, EEIAMPSREATRES ™ B BUX T H
THRERE T (2007, 175), —LerhEEH LEERE BN UIANFHL, —(i5Z1
EFRR, RAPEER—UE RN E AL MU EFREI A, 2@ AL
KEZ AWM, H—AiFrEfeE, REEfESREEE, SR HE w4
XHIFIN—#E TAER, MAHES KRR S A s, RO TR B 2
ATEFARFFER A REARE, 55— 02 & R T EEEE N LFF S T ENE
M, WA AE TR Z A A RTEMTF N TAESIRF, XEZTTERNPES D10 -
giie—2, BVERREIBAAERRI IS AT e — Pk, RO TR ME S AN F]
I NREF A1 (2007e, 176)
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2 Niie 7 BB R EMICIEE S NI R 1X 2 (1521 & AR 2 5k
SMEHL, SR, EENMNETEREAZ AL, EMhiEET
LHHOEE, AR TIIERNAHRAF . MNP I B DA AT E AN,

E T T EE A E bR e b E B AU EN R E R AE, —f
RERR, WA E A R ERRTES S HMERR N —ERAE, XFERT
DAEZ e AL I 26 SRS S8 T, O TAESS I RIS SR AR B IR & 18, 55
—N A2V R BE A S R R AR AR A B B, X (E 4t A T35 /5 £ HIBA
TAEFHRET

9. HEHNIHISFHEE

IZFFRA 55— N B U2 BB N EENIF AR R RS R A 5L
Fio 25 AZVIETA 12 N2l EREBHIRCRK, W2 EEELRERT
MHATTAIXLEAT TG B35 A SIS SRy, — N2 & KA 5 R eI 1.3
SNE HE A, AT AR BE RS BN, — A2V Y BB AR L T A AT
WS HE, MIFIesE, MAIHUAEE R M4t T B S RN TIEEE, B—1
RENMA EZA R R FUZ R A R, 2B ARE PR AT ARG
AKWHATE, A, EEFEZHRNIH R EN— NMEEng, —h%
VIBMRE N, MR EBHN ERIMWRIEE R TIAEED, R ICEE 2 GUsiE
WETIRS T ELRIERR, XEL5P1{A - BRIRFEE, BT 2R
PCEZE (NSC) BEHEHIEZAN M, FREESEIRA TR 2 K EE (2007h, 151),

25 BRGHEFE 11 NEBEHEEBNMEEIRN, 552 ANETEHEWL
¥, TR R E R R E BRI ZE TR,

KTHEEBHRIRIN, A4 NFOR, TR ENUGES Bh 18 #E 55.
TRALE SR RS S, I ENNREB ST, HAM AR MM
I ENIA RS RS ; AL ARSI, MBI RIS RSN
AR T BB R E S, N THEEBWMEANE A SR, 2632
ViR, I EBN Rl E8 &, Rt Sz T, K,
AT REASALAL B R TR A 1R AR AR A, 59— 32 V5 B R,
TIHERERFEN RN E T, ARG B G Ut E
SR TS E BUE B E A b ] R E
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10, B EHFHER R

B U R S BB L mEIRAHR . SRIT 25 BEH L 8
PRGN, 2 B RRGHEME, Hi— S E T Z AT IR R B R EAN
— Az B B B2 B RN MY T 2 A U AR G AR BT R B — (LB B LR
F, A4S OIS SR, WA —REIR, L ARTRESIA IR
B, IXUERPREGR G - IBHIRIR—5, BIEBL LN B ORI
R, Tt Cst2ss (2007,73),

FEBR BB ) — L G h E B ROR, BN SFIHE ST E B ],
— I C S IEALE TN — B ARIB I Z V& B e U — e+, W& A
A S AR R, X2 K HBEE B, Mk EOZ — MR KR
S, 2 VIERR T8 A SR SIMAONIE, DA I 4540 a
AW, —A M2 i EFRIE T HAEA F &8 58 &R A O S a5 Bhid
PG FIER R AR ARG, MG = R E SR, —AIZ& e, i
FRAE B B ) — (L SIS B i R A 289 F TR A g S8 Tt I 215 2IME
WERRINSHRRE, — R GZERLRE M2 27586 — L SITkE Bhitiig
HESCRRAER, $ESECE, EMITERG, PEEEWUY R — R S E
RENGR = T, HEZRVTHIRNAL S B R B TR E — AL SIMR IR, ot
MEFERE, XET B RNET 5HEAFEFREBEE, AISRR g 585+
B — TR 75 122 o AT TR A — 57 2 B AL A1 TR0 706 2 A AT -8 R SRR 30 ( A 22
T 2009, 175), HHELZ R, #EZRVINCEEB L ARSI 8 SIm 5
Bt 00 B

NG EHTRREEAL R, FHREIM, LTSS ZETFH
FHe—8, ARG EHLELEEROE A LS (FENET 2009, 175).

Z

©

11, Skt A A A O BNV i DL B ik

5 — AN B 32 2 v AR =4 A H AR ZIAR ENR A APk ke — 1%
RV R T A EHOSAR AN, —L2 1 AT IR G AEAR BB BT H:
P EA—FEEE, ARSI A RSN, TR, &
SRR, 2 BT AT A ER AR ANHERRRY, (AT TAT DA
SHESRERAE, 5B MRZEIRE], HTRESIEMERERAAE, il

161



B AR B E R AT ENT 22 o E AN FTRE S RS Bk, SR, Xt
B RIMBRE N 2 2 AR 2 E S N, TR AE A 5 s KH, XEEEH
TE S B/REIVEN—5, RHEE MY, BATTAT DAEERAE B ZIFRED
£ (2006, 98)

— L R B T AT IR M DL T 52 380 2 3 N ISR . — L2 & VRIR
T R EANE RIS, M-3-4 B CYHMSTEMAMEER SR B £E, B
FH AR B IRIIHTT 9N TRIRREIB, BN AN LA, " 2 A48
FIMATRE RSB, RSB EASBRESR, FAREEREH
EE A i, BawB S hEANER, ik, XEZERBIER
SUMAIE PSR ELN, TS Z R E A SZEE A,

12, WEENARIEH

RIE—NMENEBE THTREELBR P EER LWL, 4Z0E
el KAt T TR R A R, 6 f232 154 mIE b E E X i T2 A %
), RERERITRANE, FOVENf2# AR 7 sUeAds, BT
RGeS, FES T W) SEIR AR MU IR S, — 2B EH L
GRAREER S, o REREZ BTG B EA TR ERIT. — N2V A A
BNP R Z A0 G AT — R ARV IR T S G, SRR IR T S iRt
MTEFR R TR A Z MR RAR, MM EEAE B Z A7 P EHESZ RS, Ko
REBOUHEINR HA RIEN AN B RR, EaR2 AR2IH, SELhERE
FITFAAARL: 5 —Fhsefb, B A, SETHEPEEEN, HkRIAEES
R ml AR 4R SB e E B B S IR SR A

XUEZ YT ERE TS BURE - REAILE R - BT S R T S AT
PR, DMERBER AR T SO AETE G S (2009, 107), X
Fhies SRS AT DUE 58 & IR 1T3R1S (2009, 107), Evelyn Hibbert SZHFTE#E AN 'E
BT 2 AR S IR AR TS R KN R E M, DURERD N NI RI%
HOL 3 U] (2016, 69),  David Lee 518, 4K H 88— XL SN A
G, B ENIZARE UL, XAMARA TR A, B TERE
FI'E 2 (2008, 113),
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ySEA

B AW B E B 2NN RS S R IFIE M S s e
WIREN . 25 LPME, VP 2iE IR R, P SHIES. Mt e
PHOTHIFR L DAL A2 2 L N BRI E LT S 7 RERD . 280,
—LEZYIE AN S SRR T BRI INXE, REERAF 2> A S, ikl
54 NN EE G MTTELIRERIR R, BHRIESE, IR SES
B EMOTHRIAH 5 Yt N B EERRNE LIRS EL . 577
M, FERX=77HEHEBIGAEFRIN, 15 ERTJE TR LRI,

HBAHEREHER T 7 R AT S A L SRR hrp E S RS
ALY, R2EZVIHE 25 AP 23 N) BREZEDP=PANEZEI. JLF
—HHZVIE 25 NHEY 12 ) AL, EIXMAKIEMB AR E H
AR ST E S RS SR RRTERME AE m R0,  S920R) N2 A
ML TS (HIRE 2N, &FiEAIEE 25 DR 114 Z2EOREL
W55, 5 WARR R TR A —BEHLREL, P20 E RS D E Rk
SR EBEHIM S SRR, WA, 205 A)— IR U i A A5
YREA I TMAEE T, FMHEZRE, BTRXURAR EREER, Fit
HAZDUAREMHE) S H AR BN,

BRI, PEERLSREHMERNERELARZMMU L, HEE
5 HAE R E R LA VF AR RS SIE VAL 1A 52 S PR, Xk
BIHFAHANER, ERZH0TH, MMEESHEZISR—8, PEEHE LA
R TR HEME R L —FE, A, ETMIRE KPR (PE), ]
TAERIPRIE AR AE ( BIANRRIAA SR, ZREE ), DARAATTR6205 3] 4F H IR HE
HITES, fiIRTRESZE D EARMERT & APk bk,

Kb EE #0205 H AT R A AR i R EH025)) (FE, H TR, B,
JEN ) BEATELRE, FPEIzENER LT S EIEEAEEL « TR BRI, B
MIFER, SR FEREE R EN TR LR, SHEEERLS— M
L2 A2k BB —S L 5t (I 90% IRl —Finie ) I B8 STAEARRF A Bk, 24T,
HEEHI2s ST EERSSN TR XAFET « SEZETTARNER, mHE
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MEEREANER, PEEHLERZ RS RN LS KR2Hokahi T 3
. ENEERNEINAGtH B E Bt BEAE L,

FAMERTEERNE, PEEZIZIRE —MIA B EHBONEZ,
FHEL B DURVF Z AR T RN E R 2 BB R4 B 5 B S5 E
Ko PEELIZIN G —MFRiRZE, HERSHAANLHXNTE, 2 NPEZEIR
BB FZR B RN R RELRSEBN, I a2z e AL
HIERM A E 2. SR, THRBRE X TR 20 G2k B RIS 2

FEMTEAER, X Fib2i8 BAEER T % E I 547 E 0 & E
FREERTE

- 11 of 25 : Rk EMAMITEETE ;

* 11 of 25 : RFXHIALFH AMTERTE K ;

- 10 of 25 : EHEHNUIMILFE ;

- 7 of 25 1 PARIISCHF ;

- 70f 25 : WIEHSIISHF ;

- 7 of 25 : ARFEHAM SR FERK SR ;

- 4 of 25 1 FIMAISCRAIFE S

=, WIREX

1. IEREE 58S ULRUEER R R

ZVBEN—MRRE, 25 8%ZHETAE 1 NEAEEZEYI P eE AR
IEMEREBE, BARXEEELHEMARBEE KRR, BT Rz
ZRmEEERERING, AHERN P EE B R RER B E SR “H2E
ZIEMBEWNEER THESUCERN EFONF” BUER? 7 RARIE,
BOETERVINPETBERAREAR, XUEEZ R8N+
EE A LR ZES ReMAP 1T FHRIAAFEL ; A1k 8 JE H AL
HHA  MUTERZ ERAE, BLEE E 2R B R (Abimbola 2007, 62),

W2 ZHEREREMZHBERERRAZYTE, PIPEEESHES
MRS L3 NS B Y AR RTTH FEFFION T, 1HAh, ZEERER
RIS KA BE W2 & T IR PR, Flan, BEREREM
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HAERERRRE, WESHNNEEATHINAEaETFE. TN
IKEIPRER, DMEESER. XTEINMESEMAARBAETERIKLR, BEE
DIHFLENRZTE TR 9 BE TEREBI ; BAHEUEZII 8 &
7 2R TR EEZN, 16 A AR AT F A AR AR S RE.
B (LB S R 7T i PR 22 5

2, WBEBLEITEE X SSHHRE
— /SRS FR I Y 2 TE QR AR R M R [ S 2Oa s AT R R A E B R RIS
HRK, WG T ERRE AT R AT IR AR A BH SHE M AU AE A T

(2007, 78),
W E R E AT RRCE 2 AQRE, AT AR R E B & L

RN 3R 2R SR T TR AT B TR R (2007, 78), M-9-10 $2 2] 1Y
Hik, Rt BB R A LM EE R B R R N, i “HE AR DRI,
PAMRAERFEAR I EFE R A, WMRQRHEEMRSY, MRMERME T4, X5
FATXEAEHE DAMIIRA IR Z G LI, BINELFRF2 NEDyiXLE
FEAMEIF TR L, En 200G, M-9-10 (58 « “BANHRERZH
AROIMEIREE” Fi, M-9-10 BIPRSAEI BT, B e E%R
SYRBAABIRPEIL R TUE, MERER, X772 R, MR
AR B REAS AR 53 BRI M-9-10 X REFEEHH, M-9-10 ik A] DAZESMBAREE,
AN PRPRE A R B B 7 Hh (I TR E K

5 M-9-10 FUTE O IRYZE F-13-7 BUPEAR, Wiid T afe AR Rt 5 32 2
HIES . i EMREIR LN, FHAFA A 2R R b fE ORI R 55
HIBER, F-13-7 IKE] AR ESUEA B 7 EZME, Fie 7 I R B
E 2 e vits B SR A RENIFEIE, XN F-13-7 A THEE 7 ESRIEH, K
HgAm i R ERAKE, REW, RS2 ORiEER T, 2R
MAIIHE S IF F-13-7, MR FE IRBM AT REE, X2 ik F-13-7 REf 22 il
PHIHE NI B R A

T HREER RN, REERZEE AEENE IR T AIFE R A,
M-9-10 1E P [EERZ X EIE R BFHIIRIE, X TAEE R LIS ; &, %
—J7H, F-13-7 RESRZMPZHIAETREER T b, ROvA — 4 A AT AR it
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FILRIRE R — MR GE A, IEANBERT S BIAREE, fEHP EIXAE— AR EALEIER
ER, AZEIEEPNIASREBRIE B IR R B HAth R E R R, XA
AIAEA BT A RTINS X R E BB L RERS B e B8 L EIREE, AR
ZEMNHRAR ST, AT E R MR 5, NEITRX— X5t
BRI RIWIE, BHE T o ER RSB IR E B LI R R B, Xt
THEEHLRY, REEFZE D E PRI I 4G ) R,
RDEFNATRER S — D REMRABOLHIER, 80, XPMEF A ZEA L
BEREIN, Rl B RISEERR D — D NSRRI R B H N B R 2

3. T TAERLRERS TR B R U A 55 S FF

Z IR AP E S B P E B B s R B B U 7R B B0 A TR B —
SRR AR, 2 TR E B BB B T ZAE R I 7 8 AR B 1
B, WU S A R B B A Y s AR TS R R PR k. LA AT A
B I N AE AT L3 2 AR SR USRI IR S, IR I ARl Al PAVE
Ko EHHU AT DAERECE XA E A ERE S LA E B A TN RER, R
JE AT DA g e A2 3208 & it X A& V) AR 5 . M-12-12 J2 ME— T AR
SO HRIFNNZ T E, MRS XA e T EAEE 2 2B, K
TR BB AR R, 25 A2 158 A 11 A28 THRLIEI,
AN FE YL, IXAERIEIIA] PAEAATAER AR, AR, TRIGHEE HIREIIE,
TR TS DR E B LR SRS s e, RRERIA, —R/ESH
TR Y, KX T A AREDW B AR, MmO ENREA LT
A BT STR R

WA YRE, M1 ATE - EME B TR AEREA R TR ]
PRIV NBRZ R e T Eesde, Ritt, Renl 2B TR A 2 LAl
FAEEII, AT ESE LSRG RN E BT, M TR] AR A B UE 2 H 2 S
FIZERIES, R YMUN EE T LI E E KN RN Rt B, ]
ARERIHFEAAERIE, N TERBIRIFSIE, M2 LA BT
MRAFE R A SEPREAN AT IR, NFRZAEIZ LI EIE T E, AOOf1E
AL, T E TSR SR AFITEA SRR SIEAL, ARSI R, % TR0
DA AE ARy 7 RISFRIEMHE LSRRI R & (41 M-10-8),
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XTI 2R THEEA TG SRR RS, #7321 E IR 2
RBEZH, FHIEE XA RS TR, X TE R R EROERTE R (WaTE
ol FRE) REATHEAKG, FIDORNTRER, ZEHFHEAR
DIEAREREE, 2R, P ERER, A REEEN, S DOERTRRED,
HI B DO TR R EAT, NP EEA R TS S RAE T,

N T R P E E AN ARG ZEIE, 2R B RE B R 85
sEhr B2 ARHT? M-12-12 BIERESZ T RTIZHRNIEI, 752A%E DAE P E
ARFTERNESS, BARROLR, 12 TARK T BRI TR OUR 2 A i
BN, TEENRTY A, AN IR ZE SR /X A WL A TAE R /R A
FORBIRK, WFRAPOGELIMRI TR RERK, IWL¥R, THEZSRFHETN
0, ATDAME AR, AT DAESZANGEZCEAEI, BUS DOEZCAIET,

MREABARENTLE R (FINTR, BAE mAsaht), mias]
RETEEIMEENX LA TR, MIMA BRI IZ TR TR, XA RESEI
TEHEE “EHEHR BAM), 21T Rir4E HEARNER I ERER EA
AIRERFEIZ TP RA M AT ERALSS, ARJEfTA] DOBE X E TAERME T, %
AEREBRAHEAATREIR D BN O L N L8 AE LSS [FIRE,
FEEATARETI 2, TETRIMANTE SR, B2, NTUiaGErat
HUhEE AL, BAEMTATEINEZ BT T R, X ATREREE « 340
TR RIS S A 5 i WRLE TOEROE S MR EER ; Ry
N e M 16 B A M FIIRLE A ; FF RIS RO IIRIIE 1 R TEFS (AR i ;
R E s SCENN 5 FUAIN ),

ERESHKTIEYRN, REZRZBRMEIGM-5-15 Bk, il EH
FHE, BAEEZIOME, RNDTGEMEIER, MR8 HEPET R, ~MF
AETT 2R TAEA RERAEAR R, IOV ABAEMAY T B TARIX 23S R A T
8, fisA N TR B0 724 5] iR 5 sas S M AN A, IXAME DU A AR, {H
NFRAESZSERAREIN, BERERRAPEEA R, AR L] RE2 M
—AIHE, XA 2N ZRERERRNEA R, NITERERILEL
e A 0 = ) S A I B

BUARMELUT, HEEHL AT DRE TESOHAE A AT E R B, mAZE
AR TR, Xn] DA S AR ARSI E B B 5T SR
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25 (iAZIE A 9 ARSI ZZ IR & s U FR R 55 SR AN e 8A
AIEE, XM SRR, EENERE NN PEER LENMTEER LY
Z A RIS IIIE T e AT EHE R AT A T ke — 0 AR, REUOA,
LT LERER, 55— Mk ZIRASE BRI R ESFFIRE
to FATM, IXFIRETCIEG LAERRE QINLARERS B B B RIS R E,

4, T TR AL iR Y B2k

HEE R HREMA LRI SR, R R — R S s
PERVAETEERE, X PTRE /2B LB IR TR SN, VP2 2T &R RGO, B
B - BREHATLRE R - B AE (REREHFM (2009, 107)) AR E TIX—HIL
TreEfAR - JERE L (2007, 108) BEBAASS 5 S b/ E 2O, imid KN A AR TG AR AN
A SCAE AT AR R SRS SUE K BABR AR RS ( BY). 1BS. 54 A AR
2. BELS, BIAHEE ), B CEIXAE LA 2, i H AR e gEfiE =
DEXAEM LA H o B TN, HhaiE THNAS S, FEHLFE
BNA BT AEF RSN FRIES,

P s S —Rhs s fe ka5 2 o b ] B B0 ) RE G 1 38 BRI BkAR,
= BB A B R 22 A ) [ B B e T BB SO IE Y IR A, XA
B LAETRERE N R E E RN, @ XA, FEEE LR THEMmACSE
G FEPkEL, FRENETE M 2NA T IR AR E IR/ B S sefb b, T
e 85 s DL 5 SO AL B2

<25 MR 11 A HEDUE R ERTIRE ;

<25 DN 10 A L TEE A ST

<25 N 9 A 1 5 43 A ABRIERIFHE

- 25 AN 6 A 1 HEDAIE R 24 3 A G IR AT

- 25 IR 6 4 - FIBNIZE IR AE,

A F T IXLE T3R5I SR 2 AR 2 R REFIARER T (S SfbET), F R
T RS ETERE, AW, AFREAL BAR. BIEOERINESS SO E T
ZRHRA N (2016, 19), IXFEMRT DABE B ASK A Hh [ & Bt B 1 figg AN [
ERZ B —2eso b 22 5, M HS B AT B8 i st e A 7 5 Sk 22 i
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HNEB TN EEEAR, BR T BURE - S8R0 507 K - B i i i 1 (2
ERE T W (Global Mission Handbook2009)) 8, HAH FH5IIFEE#R LT
PSSO T 25 R A

> (EEIE Zt o B W0 A] GE ¥ (Training Missionaries: Principles and
Possibilities)), {F# Evelyn Hibbert(2016) ;

> ONEINESERSE S EZH: (Training Cross-Cultural Missionaries from
the Asian Context)), {E# David Tai-Woong Lee(2008) ;

> (B2H TR &I f A (ntegral Ministry Training: Design and
Evaluation)), i Robert Brynjolfson 1 Jonathan Lewis Zm%& (2014),

[FIRE 25 PRS2 B BV LG R Hh ) B 8 v A LAt LA 5 S Bk, I sk
%2 DARTTA P ] & B AR 38 2 TSRS AR I I R, a0, B 6 ARIZ B,
AR B R FE RN EM, & TRk HALH IR R « Y BENRr 2
FIZSEE BN ) HHIERBE 3 N ) ; GHATERIRPRIARHTT 2 A) ; PARY
N QRIB I S5 I LA AE BF (2 N )o

5. EFREBHH S HEEBHRR &F

M PR [ R B AU A E B AU 25 & B2, a] DOAT Eeiet
SRR, WHTATE, REHMAEFLAMNINETERREZNI, mikERH
Az EE R DL R IER AR E B B TR EEE, —EhEEHR
AT RESE JERANA LA SO e 5 R EE B, X TR T E R E Bl
MR EZ AR, SR BTN E RN EZE S, TTIeEUIE
T EHUAL I AR A JE — N HEIA, X PR R PR 22 NE A BRI A2 %
BIRTE E FRA L R SR 2 A AT h 288 %, (E HR [EALA Pt 17 4 — 2 [T Ao
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Abstract

Almost everywhere throughout the MajorityWorld (MW), that
is Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Middle East and North Africa
(MENA), Christianity used to be called the ‘white-man’s religion’.
But that is the case no more—the church has exploded all over the
MW. In this paper | would like to look at this shift in Christianity
worldwide, and what implications it has for the global church, and
especially for us in Asia. My purpose here is not to highlight the
weaknesses of the Western church and to glorify the growth of the
churches in the MW. Rather my hope is that this will help us have
a clearer understanding of the challenges before us so that we can
labor more fruitfully for the advance of the gospel in the Asian
context. In the process | will also raise questions which hopefully
will help point the way forward.

Keywords
Asian Christianity, supernatural, theological education, identity,

worldviews, majority world churches

1 This paper was presented as one of the plenaries at the online Asia2021
Congress, “Megatrends in the Asian Church,” 11-14 October 2021. Part of
the material in this paper was published in a small booklet (Hwa 2019) with
restricted circulation mainly in the student world. This paper has been rewritten
with new material incorporated.
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The Shift in Global Christianity

At different times in the first 15 centuries, the church has had a significant presence in various
parts of Africa, Asia and Middle East. But by the fifteenth century AD, the bulk of the church
had become largely centered in Europe, from which the modern mission movement to the rest
of the world was first launched. Catholic missions began in 1493 under Pope Alexander VI and
Protestant missions in 1705 with the German pietist leader Augustine Hermann Francke. The
nineteenth and twentieth centuries marked the great missionary advance of the gospel in the
world, from the West to the rest.

Throughout this period, the churches in the West, that is Europe, North America, Australia
and New Zealand, were largely dominant and those in the MW subservient. But the twentieth
century saw a rapid expansion of the church outside the West. What took most by surprise was
that by about 1980, the ‘center of gravity’ of the church had moved out of the West into the
MW. In 1900 some 83% of all Christians lived in the Western world, with 17% living in the
MW. Today, the figures have been completely reversed, with approximately two-thirds of all
Christians living in the MW.2

Along with this global shift, Western Christianity has seen decline in other ways. For
example, in Europe weekly church attendance has dropped sharply, leaving many churches
empty. The United States on the other hand is supposed to be much more religious, with
comparatively higher church attendance figures. Yet even there Christianity has similarly been
undermined by modernity and secularism, though in different ways. Thus, Ross Douthat, a New
York Times columnist and a Catholic, titled his analysis of the problems with Christianity in
the United States Bad Religion. He argues that this is the result of the ‘collapse of traditional
Christianity and the rise of a variety of destructive pseudo—Christianities’.3 His conclusion?
America is ‘not a Christian country, but a nation of heretics’ 4

Most of us are aware that liberal Christianity in the West has been in sharp decline. But we
would be deeply mistaken if we think that only liberals are in trouble. It is a crisis facing much
of Western Christianity, including evangelicalism. One of the clearest evidences of this is the
unfortunate link between large sections of American evangelicalism with right-wing politics and
Donald Trump, which has seriously and negatively impacted the image of the gospel globally.

As Christians in the MW, we will always owe an incalculable debt of love to the missionaries

who brought the gospel to us in the past, often at great cost to themselves. Moreover, there is still

2 Johnson and Zurlo (2020): 4. Figures given here are divided between Global North and Global South, with
Australia and New Zealand included in the latter (though not in the MW). Percentages of Christians out of
the total world Christian population: Global North, 82.4% (1900), 41.0% (2000) & 33.1% (2020); Global
South, 17.6% (1900), 59.0% (2000) & 66.9% (2020). Percentages of Christians out of the total population
in the MW: 8.7% (1900), 23.0% (2000) & 25.2% (2020). Percentages of Christians in Asia out of the total
continental population: 2.3% (1900), 7.5% (2000) & 8.2% (2020); the total number of Christians in Asia in
2020 is estimated at 379 million.

3 Douthat (2012: 3).

4 Douthat (2012: 6).
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so much in Western Christianity that is good, noble and worth emulating. Nevertheless, given the
present state of Western churches and the overall negative prognosis about their future, churches
in the MW must seriously consider what the long-term implications are.

But regretfully, many churches in the MW still function as appendages and extensions of
the churches in the West, consciously or unconsciously. Organizationally and financially, they
may be independent. But in terms of theology, ways of thinking, doing church and mission,
they still adopt Western models and answers uncritically. The problem is not only because many
churches in theMWhave been birthed through Western missions or movements, with many in the
leadership trained in Western methodology and theology. It is also because, globally, the political
and cultural dominance of the West have been so overwhelming throughout the twentieth
century. These factors have combined to hold back many Christians in the MW from articulating
alternative understandings and narratives of their faith that are firmly rooted in Scriptures on the
one hand, and culturally sensitive and contextually relevant on the other.

This failure or inability to articulate alternative Christian narratives within their respective
contexts clearly have negative consequences for the continuing growth of churches in the MW.
For the rest of this presentation, I will focus primarily on what these consequences are for Asian

Christianity and how we should respond.

Issues, Challenges, and the Way Forward

What are some important issues that have emerged in the process of this shift in global
Christianity? What challenges do they pose for Asian Christianity? In what follows, I would like

to briefly discuss six issues and their related challenges. But this list is not exhaustive.

Worldviews and the Intellectual Challenge

Western academia is largely concerned with modernity, post-modernity and the resultant
secularism. It is often assumed that these are also the primary concerns of the MW. That is not
s0. Although modernity and post-modernity have affected Asia, much of the impact is largely
surface. The reason is that modernity and post-modernity grew out of the Enlightenment which
has shaped the Western world for the past few centuries. But we Asians are not children of
the Enlightenment, simply because that is not part of our intellectual history. In fact, many
societies are still pre-modern. The modern concept that only logic and science, but not ethics and
theology,can be considered truth and, further, the post-modern idea that all truth is relative are
not the controlling intellectual paradigms of Asian societies.

What continues to dominate many societies in Asia are the religious frameworks found
within the respective societies, be they Buddhism, Chinese religious-philosophical thought,
Hinduism, Islam or simply primal worldviews, together with traditional cultures everywhere.
Because most Christian resources in apologetics, biblical studies, ethics and theology used for
training in our seminaries and churches are drawn from the West, many issues faced by our

Christians are simply ignored or, at best, dealt with inadequately. So long as our training and
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theological formation are rooted primarily within a Western framework, they will fail to help
Asian Christians address the challenges in our own cultures.

Allow me to give two simple illustrations. In my theological studies in the Britain, we had to
study the proofs for the existence of God in our philosophy of religion classes, both the
arguments for and against. But back home when I started teaching in the seminary, I found that
almost nobody asks whether God exists, except for Marxists and some intellectuals. That simply
is a non-question in most societies in Asia. Rather, the question is how can we know who the true
God is when there are so many competing religious claims. What then would an Asian Christian
apologetic look like?

My second example is more troubling. In a conversation some years ago with a Christian
scholar from India, with a British PhD in theology, I asked him about a problem facing the
church there. In India there are some very able Hindu thinkers and journalists who regularly
attack the Christian faith in public. I asked my Indian PhD friend, ‘Can you think of any
Christian scholars in India who can stand toe to toe with these philosophers and journalists, and
rebut their attacks publicly?’ He thought for a moment and then replied, ‘I can’t think of any.’

I sincerely hope that my Indian friend is wrong. But his answer raises an urgent concern
which Asian churches as a whole must take seriously. Unless we do the necessary theological
homework, the churches from which we come will never be able to proclaim the gospel in
a manner that adequately addresses the hard intellectual questions posed by our respective

contexts.

The Growth of Majority World Churches and the Recovery of the

Supernatural
In referring to the advance of the gospel in his work, Paul speaks of ‘what Christ has accomplished

through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, by the power of signs and
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God” (Rom 15:18f). Over the past hundred years or so, the
rapid growth of churches in the MW has been driven largely by the same ‘signs and wonders’
that Paul speaks of. These include deliverance from demonic powers and healing, miracles and
prophecies, dreams and visions, and the like. It should be emphasized that this is not primarily the
influence of American Pentecostalism from Azusa Street making inroads into the MW. In many
cases it was simply indigenous believers taking the Bible seriously and acting on its teachings, or
the Holy Spirit coming in revival and manifesting His awesome power to the church.

A comprehensive and careful examination of the records will bear this out again and again,
as clearly shown by scholars like Philip Jenkins.” This is true of the growth of many grassroot
churches in the Indian sub-continent, the evangelistic breakthroughs among tribal groups
throughout much of Asia, such as James Fraser’s work among the Lisu, the Indonesian revival
from 1964-1970, the Chinese revival in the last 50 years, the historically unprecedented and

ongoing breakthroughs among Muslims people groups today, and so forth. A most interesting

5 Jenkins (2011) is probably his most well-known book.
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illustration of this is the powerful healing ministry of the Korean Presbyterian pastor, Kim Ik
Doo (1884-1950). His work led the Presbyterian church in Korea to change an article of belief
‘from “there are no miracles in the post-apostolic age” to “there are miracles™’ K

Under the influence of the Enlightenment, Western Christianity in the modern era has either
rejected the supernatural as outdated superstition, as with liberals, or treated the miraculous as
something that happened in the past but no longer today. Consequently, much of the Western
church has failed to address this whole subject adequately, whether it is about the signs and
wonders of the Spirit or demonic activity in the world. The result, as Fuller Professor Charles
Kraft describes it, is that ‘Enlightenment Christianity is powerless’.” Herein lies a major flaw in
Western Christianity —its captivity to an anti-supernaturalistic Enlightenment worldview. Could
this blindness to the spiritual realm be one key reason for the decline in Western Christianity?
Be that as it may, surely one of the challenges before us is how Asian churches can recover the
supernatural dimension in our Christianity today without going into excesses, and to treat the

miraculous as natural and normal in the Christian life and not as something extraordinary.

Ministry and Mission by Human Management versus Dependence
on the Spirit

The Latin American theologian Samuel Escobar, has critiqued a trend within evangelical
missiology in the later part of the twentieth century, associated especially with the Church
Growth School and movements like AD2000 and Beyond. He calls this ‘managerial missiology’
and describes it as ‘an effort to reduce Christian mission to a manageable enterprise’ 5 To achieve
this, reality is simplified into an understandable picture: ‘Missionary action is thus reduced to
a linear task that is unfolded into logical steps to be followed in a process of management by
objectives’.9 Thus, for example, mission goals are quantified by the number of converts won
or churches planted, and strategic plans are laid to bring about the desired results. The whole
exercise is based on secular strategic planning approaches, built on the scientific method which
produced our technological age.

I would like to suggest that Escobar’s critique of managerial missiology is part of a much
wider problem in the modern church. Is it not the case that much of our thinking have succumbed
to modernity’s scientific-technological approach to doing church and mission? Do not most of
us assume that if only there are sufficient resources such as suitably trained personnel, money,
proper strategic planning and sound management, the church will invariably grow and our
mission goals achievable without fail within our human time frame?

Ultimately, there are two major problems with this approach. The first is that reducing our
mission goals primarily to quantitative measures of how many converts are made and churches

planted falls far short of Christ’s command to ‘make disciples’. As one writer puts it, ‘When we

Lee (2009: 46).

Kraft (1989: 37-49).
Escobar (2007: 216).
Escobar (2007: 216).

O 0 3
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aim only at what we can measure, we ignore the most important goals of character, discipleship
and holiness, which we cannot predict or quantify without falling into legalism ... Lukewarm
churches are the results of this assembly line mindset.’ 10

The second problem is that both the New Testament and church history have demonstrated
again and again that the gospel never advances by mere human effort alone. Rather, what we
find is that revivals and major advances of the church are invariably the result of two powerful
intertwining forces at work. On the divine side we see the initiative and power of the Holy
Spirit, and on the human side we find less tangible factors such as radical holiness, prevailing
prayer, obedience and sacrifice. These, and not human management and strategic planning, are
foundational. ‘The wind blows where it wishes ... So it is with everyone born of the Spirit’
(John 3:8).

In the past hundred years, we see this repeatedly in mission advances in the MW, with
such examples as the ministries of Africans like Prophet Harris and Simon Kimbangu in early
twentieth century and the phenomenal growth of Pentecostalism in Latin America in recent
decades. One of the best illustrations of this in Asia is the on-going Chinese revival. The most
notable Chinese evangelist and revivalist of the first half of the 20th century was John Sung,
a brilliant American-trained PhD. On returning to China in 1927, he found that the Protestant
churches were growing only slowly despite the great and sacrificial efforts of the missionaries.
As he prayed God revealed to him the heart of the problem. Western missions had brought in
thousands of missionaries, plenty of money, and built many of the finest orphanages, hospitals,
schools and universities in China. And both Western and Chinese leaders were depending on
these human resources and not the Holy Spirit for growth. Sometime before his death in 1944,
John Sung revealed that God had shown him that a great revival was coming to China. But first
all the missionaries must leave.'! As he predicted, shortly after his death, every missionary had
to leave China with the Communist takeover in 1949. All that the Western missions brought were
confiscated by a hostile government. And then, under intense persecution and left with nothing
but God, the revival came.'? As they say, the rest is history.

Unfortunately, many in the Asian church have not learnt this vital lesson. Instead, the
tendency for many of us is to draw on Western approaches based on managerial missiological
thinking, modelled and taught by our Western teachers, without critically reflecting on them in
light of scriptural teaching and the Spirit’s leading. Human resources, good management and
strategic planning all have their proper place in the mission of the church. But for the gospel
to advance, ultimately our dependence has to be on God and on Him alone. How can this truth

reshape and drive our mission efforts in the coming years?

10 Plueddemann (1999: 156-160).

11 Schubert (1976: 65-66). See also Sung (2012: 79, 197f, 210,231, 369 & 383).

12 It is impossible to say when the revival began. The best that can be said is that it was quietly birthed under
persecutions during the 1950s and 60s, and gained momentum and became publicly known in the 1970s.
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The Challenge of Shallow Discipleship or Nominalism
The rapid growth of Christianity in the MWdoes not mean that everything is well. In many

parts of theMWnominalism is a serious challenge and leadership problems persist in churches
everywhere. In South Korea, for example, in spite of the wildfire church growth, especially
in 1950s to the 1970s, Protestant churches there have been facing a crisis of gradual decline
beginning around 1990, especially among youths. Contributory factors include church disunity,
lack of social engagement, overemphasis on megachurches, inadequate pastoral oversight and
failures in pastoral leadership.

Similar problems are facing churches throughout Asia. For example, many urban churches
are struggling with young people drifting away under the growing pressures of modernization.
Christians struggle with holy living because of insufficient of teaching and lack of modelling.
Prosperity teaching in various forms abound, especially in the megachurches in the cities. All
these and more are contributing to the shallowness of discipleship in Asian churches.

Clearly in many parts of the Asian church, Christian fundamentals are not in place, especially
in relation to commitment, holiness and character formation. But what makes this even more
serious is that this is now paralleled by the decline of the quality of Christian discipleship in the
West today, under the influence of liberal theology from within and secularist pressures from
without. The problem of shallow discipleship is clearly a threat to global Christianity at large.
Unless this is addressed, Asian churches will never properly mature, however spectacular their
numerical growth may be. It is at this point that Christians in Asia need to ask what lessons they
can learn from the highest traditions of spiritual formation found in church history. These must
include great biblical preaching, the best of monastic spirituality, Puritan pastoral care, Lutheran
pietism, Methodism’s small groups with its holiness agenda, and the radical obedience and costly

sacrifice which empowered mission advances. There are no short cuts in discipleship.

Theological Education and Ministerial Training

When it comes to theological education and the training of men and women for ministry, almost
all the churches in the MW have borrowed the academic model used in the West But increasingly

this is being found wanting. Among the major issues raised are the following:

(a) The content of much of the theological education is Western because the textbooks
used are largely written in Western contexts, addressing Western questions. Clearly
textbooks written in the Asian contexts and addressing Asian questions and realities
are needed.

(b) Various aspects of the methodology follow a Western academic model. For example, to
help the student develop his critical faculties, the average student is introduced to the
historical-critical study of the Bible. But the problem with this is that many students
end up knowing more about the critical theories about the Bible than the Bible itself.

(c) Too much is taken for granted concerning the practical side of pastoral ministry. The

result is trainees are often thrown into the deep end after 3—4 years of seminary studies
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and struggle in preaching, evangelism and church planting, disciple-making, and the
like. Using the training of doctors as a comparison, what is needed is a much closer
integration between classroom learning and field education.

(d) A crucial question that has to be asked is, do our trainees leave our seminaries as men
and women of prayer? Is the Western model centered so much on the training of the
mind that character formation and the life of prayer get neglected as a result? It is
interesting that Francis Assisi (1181/2-1226), whilst not against learning, is reputed
to have given permission for his monks to be taught theology ‘as long as it did not

“extinguish the habit of prayer”” 13

The above are merely some of the more pertinent questions. Within Asian theological education
circles, these and similar questions have been raised repeatedly.'4 But among those who started
with the Western seminary model, I do not yet know of any that has made a major break with it.

But why the reluctance?

Confidence in the Gospel of Christ

Many in the West today consider Christianity outdated, stale and irrelevant. This has contributed
to the decline and loss of vitality in Western Christianity. This loss is also in part due to the inner
spiritual and moral weaknesses of the church. This has been further aggravated by the revelations
of widespread sexual abuse in the Catholic Church and similar reports of sexual and financial
scandals, and power abuse of megachurch pastors and TV evangelists.

But the loss of vitality is also the result of the pressures on the churches in the West from
an increasingly militant secularism. In every area of public life there is a prevailing hostility,
both subtle and open, towards any Christian point of view. If, for example, a Christian leader
expresses publicly a biblical position against the LGBT+agenda, it is almost certain that the
national media will come down hard on him. In Europe, one of the clearest examples of this
public hostility towards Christianity was seen in the debate over the new EU Constitution in
2004. The row was over whether Christianity should be cited as one of the sources of European
civilization. Many intellectuals and academics argued against it because they treat Christianity
not only as irrelevant to public life, but an obstacle to the evolution of a secular Europe.lS
Against all historical evidence, militant secularists in a post-Christian Europe seemed bent
on denying that Christianity made any significant contribution to the well-being of European
society!

All these have contributed to a loss of confidence in the gospel as ‘the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes’ (Rom 1:16) in the Western church. This is most clearly seen

in the liberal wing of the church which has effectively abandoned mission on the grounds that

13 Cited in Stock and Cunningham (1981: 33).
14 As examples, Kohl and Senanayake (2002) and Harkness (2010).
15 Weigel (2005: esp. 54-68).
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it is religiously imperialistic and destroys the convert’s culture, affirms religious pluralism in
contrast to the uniqueness of Christ, and champions the rejection of biblical ethics, especially
over abortion, marriage and divorce, and LGBT+issues.

But this loss of confidence in the gospel and biblical distinctives is now beginning to be
seen even among those who identify themselves as evangelicals. For example, in my personal
interactions and observation, I find some Western evangelicals unwilling to take a firm stand
on the biblical position on LBGT +issues. But the problem actually runs deeper. Many Western
evangelicals have jettisoned the Bible’s plain teachings on divorce and remarriage, and yet they
want to assert scriptural authority on the same-sex issue. But that clearly is a losing battle. You
cannot compromise on one aspect of biblical teaching and draw the line on another. To borrow
an image from geopolitics, it would be like trying to keep the Iron Curtain intact after the Berlin
Wall had cracked!

Nevertheless, whilst many in the Western church has lost confidence in the gospel, that is
not the same story in the MW. In many societies and cultures in Africa, Asia, Latin America
and MENA, the encounter with Christ is recent and the experience of its efficacy and power is
fresh and liberating. In Asia itself, think about the tens of millions that have been set free from
the age-old fear of demonic powers and evil spirits. Think of the Dalits in India who have been
lifted out from cultural and sociopolitical oppression after thousands of the years of existence
as a subhuman underclass. Or, consider the intellectuals in China and elsewhere who see clear
evidence in history that the gospel of Christ offers the only adequate basis for building a new
society based on genuine freedom, justice and equity. Other examples easily come to mind.

Many Christians in Asia are therefore driven by a vision of a new world founded on the
gospel of Christ which holds promise for both now and eternity. With them there is conviction
in and excitement over the saving power of gospel. How can this fresh experience of the gospel
of Christ and confidence in its transforming power help revitalize global Christianity today? In
particular, how can these be channeled into efforts to encourage and strengthen many Christians
in the West, who are seriously committed to biblical authority but are battling against a powerful

and militant secularism which threatens to overwhelm the church there?

Why Are These Issues Important?

In the above I have looked at six areas that pertain to the shift of Christianity’s numerical
center from the West into the MW. From the perspective of Christians in the MW, and in Asia
in particular, I believe addressing these issues constructively will lead to four related positive
outcomes for the global church.

First, it will enable Christians in the MW to develop clear and confident indigenous identities
of their own, and not be constantly looking to Western churches for their identities. Second, the
development of mature Christian identities and theologies in the MW will also provide a needed
corrective to Western theology, especially in areas where Christians in the West had been blindsided

by their own histories and cultures. Third, only if that happens can there be true mutuality and
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mature partnerships between the churches in the West and those in the MW. Finally, such a maturity
will empower Christians in theMWto work with full confidence alongside Western Christians in
world mission, including the re-evangelization of the West.

Some forty years ago, while doing graduate theological studies in London, an Asian Christian
was graciously invited by the late Rev. John Stott to his home. Upon his arrival, the first thing
that John Stott said to him was something which he would never forget: ‘As the Western church
continues to decline, we are looking to Christians from the non-Western world for leadership!’
Way back then, John Stott could see clearly what was happening worldwide. Already then on
behalf of the Western church he was calling on us in Africa, Asia, Latin America and MENA to
go and help revitalize Western Christianity. How will Christians in Asia respond to this call? Will
we have the faithfulness and courage to embrace our God-given task for this generation?

Allow me to close with two final challenges. If we are going to embrace fully our God-
appointed responsibility and destiny for global Christianity, we need to remember two things.
First, resist the temptation to migrate to the West unless we have a definite and clear calling
from God to move there. If we emigrate because of the attraction of higher economic standards
and better career prospects in the West, we will lose our calling to be part of God’s wonderful
purposes for the Asian church.

Second, if Asian Christians are to live out faithfully our calling to serve the global church,
we must learn one important lesson from Western mission history. It is simply that the advance
of the Kingdom of God will inevitably involve costly sacrifice. This sacrifice includes Asian
churches giving our best and most able sons and daughters for service in church and mission.
One of the great weaknesses of the churches in Asia is that we send almost all of our best and
brightest into lucrative professions such as medicine, law, finance, engineering and business
consultancy. But few, too few, are given to God like little Samuel of old. Without consecrating
our best and most gifted to God for His service in church and mission, Christians in Asia will
at best produce stunted churches which can never reach their full potential. We will fail to
contribute to the leadership that is desperately needed in the global church today. How will the
Asian church respond to God’s call? &
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The Shift of the Centre of Gravity
of the Church from the West
to the Majority World: A Response’

Lindsay Brown

Abstract
This is a response to Hwa Yung’s paper on the shift of the centre

of the gravity of the church from the West into the MajorityWorld.
It reflects on the reasons why the church grew in theWest,
particularly in Europe, in the past and suggests what can be
learned from the strengths of theWestern church, as well as its
weaknesses and failures. Three periods of Western church history
are covered: The Early Church from AD 30 to AD 330, the sixteenth
century European Reformation, and the modern missionary
expansion in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and the
subsequent decline of the Western church.

Keywords
Majority world Christianity, early Church, 16th century

reformation, modern missionary movement, decline in western
Christianity

1 This paper was a response to one of the plenaries at the online Asia2021
Congress, “Megatrends in the Asian Church,” 11-14 October 2021.
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As Hwa Yung says, there has been a huge shift in the last 100 years in the composition of the
global evangelical church. One statistic to demonstrate this will suffice. At the World Missions
conference in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1910, 95% of the participants came from the Western
church; only 5% came from the Majority World. At a similar global conference in Cape Town
South Africa in November 2010 at which both Hwa Yung and I were present, together with
participants from 198 countries in the world, 65% of the participants were from the majority
world and only 35% from the Western world. This demonstrates the enormous shift in the centre
of gravity of the Evangelical church globally in only 100 years.

I am in wholehearted agreement with many of the points which Hwa Yung has made in his
presentation. By way of response, perhaps then the most helpful comments I can make as a
historian are to reflect on the reasons why the church grew in the West, particularly in Europe,
and suggest how we might learn from the strengths of the church, as well as our weaknesses and
failures in the hope that you don’t repeat them. I aim to do this briefly by looking at three key

periods in European church history:

* AD 30 to AD 330, the Early Church
* The sixteenth century, the European Reformation

» The nineteenth and twentieth centuries, missionary expansion and decline

AD 30 to AD 330, the Early Church

In answer to the question, ‘How did the early church grow from a despised minority to a
significant force by the mid fourth century?’ one great German historian, Adolf Harnack, said
simply that it grew because the early church out-lived and out-argued the pagans. In other
words, it grew because of a combination of their godly lives allied to the building of attractive
communities alongside an articulate defence of the wonder, uniqueness and power of the
gospel over against alternative pagan worldviews. They emphasised both the proclamation and
demonstration of the gospel.

A seminal book published in the last 20 years entitled, The Rise of Christianity2, by Professor
Rodney Stark brilliantly traces the reasons for the growth of the church. They revolved around
the uniqueness, power and authenticity of the gospel message, allied to the engagement of the
early church with people in the surrounding cultures. Stark argues in particular that the Early
Church proved to be attractive for at least two major reasons. Firstly, in the context of a time of
frequent pandemics most notably in the periods around 150 AD and 250-265 AD, possibly when
measles first came to Europe. Perhaps as many as one-third of the population in most of the
major cities of the Roman Empire in the Mediterranean region died because of the pandemics.
However, believers reached out to the suffering and dying, many of whom responded by

embracing the gospel. Even the pagan Roman Emperor Julian stated that if the pagans could not

2 Stark (1996).
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match the believers in their compassion for the sick, suffering and dying, that the church would
take over the pagan world. Many elders and leaders of churches died as they gathered sick people
and nursed them, risking their own lives as they came in contact with the pandemics. There was
a huge spike in the growth of the church during the time of those two major pandemics. That
perhaps has a lesson for us today.

In addition, Stark argues that the message of the church proved especially attractive to
women. These early believers took a firm stand on at least four issues related to women: the
widespread practice of abortion; the killing of female children as male children were preferred;
resistance to the practice of young adolescent girls being forced to marry much older mature
men; and the acceptance in the cultures of the time that when a husband died his family,
especially his brothers, were free to take over all his possessions in preference to his widow and
children. In this context you can understand the Apostle James’ exhortation that ‘true religion is
to care for the widows and orphans’ (James 1:27). Church leaders took a strong stance on all of
these things, which led to many women, both high-born and poor, being attracted to the gospel
message.

Allied to this demonstration of Christian love was the fact that God raised up many gifted
defenders of the gospel who were able to articulate the truth of the gospel in the public sphere.
These included Polycarp, John Chrysostom, Irenaeus, Athanasius, Augustine and others who
served and lived in Europe and in North Africa. [‘'m reminded of Hwa Yung’s view that to
succeed, the church has to be both rooted in Scripture (and ready to defend it) as well as being
culturally relevant.

So, a defence of the gospel allied to engagement with the culture proved to be decisive
contributory factors in the growth of the Early Church. You could say that ‘proclamation and
demonstration characterised the mission of the early church’. Today, many people would call
that ‘integral mission’. Sometimes we may have a tendency to retreat from engagement with the
world. This was not the case with the first believers. I‘m reminded of John Stott’s words ‘the
calling of the church is to be morally distinct without being socially segregated’ — and sometimes

we have confused the two.

The Sixteenth Century European Reformation

If we fast forward to the sixteenth century, we can see the impact of what became called the
Reformation period on both the growth of the church and the transformation of European
cultures. Under the leadership of Martin Luther and John Calvin I would suggest that the
sixteenth century European church succeeded in three ways.

Firstly, they rediscovered the essence of the Christian gospel, especially the much- neglected
doctrines of justification by grace, the trustworthiness of scripture and the priesthood of all
believers, all of which had been obscured within the Roman Catholic tradition in the Middle

Ages.
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Secondly, this rediscovery led to the Reformation of European cultures because Luther and
Calvin both taught Christian doctrines and sought to apply biblical truth and the Lordship of
Christ in every sphere of life including in the worlds of education, the visual arts, science, which
led to the vast expansion of university education, great expansion in the education of women, a
new view of vocation, the birth of liberal democracy, the growth of religious toleration. and so
much more. Some historians have even argued that Calvin was responsible for the creation of the
banking system in Europe.

They developed the concept of the Christian mind, by which I mean an attempt to apply
biblical truth to every sphere of life, including the realm of ideas. They exhibited a concern to
expand the Lordship of Christ both through the proclamation of the gospel to the ends of the
earth as they knew it, which was mostly in Europe, but also to every sphere of life, including
the realm of ideas. They espoused both the proclamation of the gospel, and the development of
the biblical worldview as they attempted to apply scripture to every sphere of life. There was
no separation between doctrine and practice-between doctrine, praxis, engagement and mission.
One of their successors, Abraham Kuyper, as a consequence argued that ‘There is not an inch
in the whole area of human existence of which Christ, the sovereign of all, does not cry: “It is
Mine”.® The impact on the continent of Europe was profound and it led to the creation of the
modern world. The Reformation shaped and created modern Europe

Thirdly, they had a renewed vision for evangelism and mission outside of their own culture.
This has often been minimised and missed by many church historians. But if we take Calvin
as an example, under his ministry evangelicals in France grew to at least 2 million out of a
population of 20 million soon after his death. Luther’s doctrines spread from Germany to
Scandinavia, England and Eastern Europe. Diaspora missionaries went out from Wittenberg
and Geneva all across Europe, and some even travelled to Brazil. Some historians argue that the
Reformers’ teaching, profoundly impacted William Carey and his work in India.

Therefore, in answer to the question, ‘Why did the Reformation have such a profound
impact in Europe lasting for several hundred years?” my answer would be that it was because
the reformers had a beautiful balance of rediscovering the essence of the gospel, reforming the
culture, and the recovery of the missionary vision. All three came together.4

Hence, we saw Reformation and revival in many parts of the continent. All three must come

together. If we only focus on doctrine, the church can become inward looking and moribund.
If we only focus on taking the gospel to the ends of the Earth, without applying biblical truth
to every sphere of life and without having the rootedness of sound doctrine, our message can
become superficial. If we only try to reform a culture without the undergirding of biblical

doctrine, a Christian worldview, and an evangelistic heart, we will lose direction and rootedness.

3 Van Til (1972: 117).
4 I have traced all this in my book Into All the World: the Missionary Vision of Luther and Calvin (Brown
2021).
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The impact of the Reformation lasted so long because these three emphases came together at the

same time. I hope this will happen in Asia too!

The Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, Missionary
Expansion and Decline

Finally, if we fast forward to the 1800s, we can see that it was again a period of great expansion
and the initiation of the modern missionary movement. In many ways it had its roots in the
ministry of John Wesley and his supporters. The 1800s was a period of missionary enterprise
with Protestant missionaries travelling from Europe to the ends of the earth. However, even
during that period we can see the seeds of decline from about 1850 onwards.

Powerful alternative views began to be expounded as a result of that period which came to be
called the European Enlightenment, which essentially moved God from the centre of European
thinking to the periphery — to be replaced by man at the centre of the world. A secularist view
began to be developed which sought to portray what life could be like without the presence or
intervention of a sovereign God. Some believers were even seduced by this view which led to
the de-supernaturalisation of God and a loss of confidence in the Scriptures.

Two competing views addressing the desire for human freedom began to develop. The one,
issuing from the Bible, argued for the provision of freedom within the framework provided
by the Scriptures for finite human beings; the other argued that human beings should be free
of all constraints without any restrictions to do whatever they wanted, and certainly without
any reference to God. In the midst of a great missionary enterprise therefore, which also led
Christians to contribute to the abolition of the slave trade, the birth of trade unions, labour
laws and so much else, the church was faced by the growing challenge of the enlightenment
secularist Worldview. Sadly, in the second half of the 1800s, even during a period when there
was considerable missionary expansion within Europe itself many church leaders, instead of
confronting the emerging secular worldviews, retreated from engaging with it into a pietistic
corner.

We should have learned from the early church apologists, and from Luther and Calvin of
the vital importance of both proclaiming the gospel in public and articulating the superiority of
the biblical worldview — in universities, media and all other spheres of society. We did not. As
a consequence, over a period of time when the Bible came under attack, we did a poor job of
defending it, we embraced alternative critical worldviews, retreated into pietism, so that within a
short period of time political and other leaders began to say to us: ‘You can worship on Sunday,
but keep it as a private affair, and you have nothing to say to us in other spheres of society or the
workplace.” We realised rather late that it’s important to expose the weaknesses and inadequacies
of other worldviews in public and, as the door opens, proclaim the gospel into the vacuum.
In this sense we have much to learn from the contribution which believers made in the early
centuries and during the Reformation in expounding both a biblical worldview and proclaiming

the gospel in response to contemporary intellectual challenges.
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ZEAERIT
The Shift of the Centre of Gravity of the Church from the West
to the Majority World: A Response

It is somewhat disconcerting, if Hwa Yung’s reports are accurate, that there appear to be few
public apologists who are able to proclaim the gospel and articulate the biblical worldview in
many Asian countries. If this is the case, I recommend you deal with the challenge urgently in
order to avoid your missionary endeavours being derailed at home and further afield. Please learn
from our mistakes. The confident articulation and defence of the biblical gospel and the biblical
worldview in the public sphere is central to the calling of the church. Please pray for us as we

seek to be faithful to that calling as we will pray for you. &

References

Brown L (2021) Into All the World: The Missionary Vision of Luther and Calvin. Fearn, Ross-
Shire: Christian Focus.

Stark R (1996) The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became
the Dominant Religious Force in the Western World in a Few Centuries. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

Van Til HR (1972) The Calvinistic Concept of Culture, 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker.

Author biography

Lindsay Brown studied Modern History in Oxford and theology in Paris. He has been privileged
to serve the Lord in student world for over 40 years, during which time he has served as the
International General Secretary of IFES, and International Director of the Lausanne Movement.

He has enjoyed visiting and speaking at student gatherings in over 120 countries.

249



CHREEBET])
D
MR =]

(PEEHF]) (ournal of Chinese Mission ) CEEH) BEEFETE
B, URTHEHASEHS EHBASEERR T IMER LRI,
HEREE (Synergy China) FHH IR,

HRER T “NE'E 20207 BREEHY T LALH E 2 B B M R R,
HHEE A E R, BNINEZW R S IMETE 6. HRYZIEE
BEHRMAIHENRS, DHEHTEHBSEMREE, e, Aot
SHEMEH,

“HEEZHET” (Journal of Chinese Mission ) A 1 i B REH & XF 4k
W EERE TR,

SEFERIA T R w2, BEE. TR JREIE AN, SERE,
o rE. ERRTE. LM fagIME. milEME. JRmrE. KEARRE SR,

EHREMRE “FEET, “BHEET M EEWRT. AT
pyeUiN=Ia PINEES (Gl PN =

AHRHEA RG], wEBARALHEREE, RERERSE, DX
FYE. DN, B RAIRABITHIRAL, NAEAFIR ST, RAUTE
HRERTH, FEEATIRRCE, SUEFAREEMAANE, XFHE
n, —Yhrie, AMEERENATIY,

AHAM —Fa 21, KiahE s &, AHERERE-DAZN
MEE R RN, RTPRARAEANRE, MRAEEEHER, &
NUNR=SIN

H

o
H
=

250



(REEZAT) EREE

—. XEEE

ATIRYIRERM T A PEER, WNERS B O 5
FHGEEERWTFR, DUV E R TERTHR 7 B E G

—_

IR EE K S SRR
IEIAH EHR S EBER
HIRPEBEZEBIIRIHT
SGRPEBEZER Iz EE
HRHEBARDBRFEELREL
SIRPEARELERLR
ARPEER VP BREA=S5ER
AP EH S 2 EH)IGR
GRPEBEZ BB LIRE

. HRFEBER 2B
 ARFEBR AT ESRE

. AP EBRZESET

- AP EBER Z EHEWT

« AP ER S ERERIR RS
AP EREZER LT LHE
. HRFEBRSEERAREREGE
 HARFEBEZSEIRER S

- HRPEBESEBEERPOER
- AP ER S EEE S

« AP EHESEEN KR

« ARPE#RE 2R E LR
 HEER T iS5 ETRRE
. HiE GRS EHORE

v EEECERC BRI

el e e} 3 (@) (9] ~ w [\
P 7 P 7 P2 Vi J P

[ O T N R NG I NG R (& R e e e e e e e e
AW = O 0O 0NN kWD = O

251



25, “EHEH RISHA

26, BEMED), WIRSEERKESE

27, HRAFEEEEB L RIE 255751125
28, HETHEZEZEBIR DTS TR0
29, HEDERIFEEBIR TS E BRI
30, fRREE BRI

i REBIER

KA TFECERAE 6000-20000 F 2 [AINE, RIS & i 20 AT DA Y
TEIG ST o VETEIESCHTFT - “NAHEZE (200 2 ) 7, “R5ER (2-5 1) 7,
DU “PEEEN ((EEIANARAENHE QNG F. BHE)7, ER
B “SHCER” 8 “HERERIRY, PAURRVEH

ZEl, ( FHAAT T BRI FZEHAMFE ), TN BEF
LR AEH, 2017,

=, R

KT EAFERATEEOR, RATTMHTEN, Sk, EiX
SR TE R SO BRI, SCik4a. ARt RN, R
B, TUREFBERNUFE ; FRSI AN, JTEEEE. SRR TR
Al U 97EH

EEiE (RAFRATTERRSFZEHNF) (TN .

LB AEA, 2017), 7,
#FiE (KA FHFATPEBRF X EHAF), R 110,

252



(REEZAT) EREE

SIRSCERGE RIS, DNCERZS I AR PUTHSCT, DIREADE
GREE, RIS IH, FEACERHIFRIR, DM ERR &
A, DM, oG HNITEERE T BURMEE B, FEMEE, SOik#
NAHTIMAESE, SMEAA, s RHEMEE A, 28 BIBHIBRIN, 1EX
B O EH BN B AE AR S S G S IR S, S

FAEHEFE © synergycnbulletin@protonmail.com

PRk

CHPEEBEETD) dwmiEss
2023 £ 10 H

253



(e

FTEX

EHRHAE, PERBZRIHAR,

W=

P EREHRTREH, EERFITHATA

EfaHrFE
EHE, HOF, WE, XEFIIEE,
i
FRE L, WEAEAREIRE L IAZ—,

418 DL P2

“EH A E2030:E 507 BWAKIEE LR A,

# W

FEHSEXEH L, (EEFAR) £H.

0 - TR
(Tabor Laughlin)

% [E = —4& & # % [ (Trinity Evangelical Divinity School)¥ % & +,

x| W1

% [ & B B8 # % It (Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary) s W, & # & 1 4+ 7 15,

Joshua Sun
FE#HSTH LS, FNEF AR EHES,

Rz
(Paul)
W, ZRFEXHREH, EHFREK,
%5
(Hwa Yung)
DABLEILHENCLEERMLRE LN F K IEK,

(Lindsay Brown)
EREFR¥LAL (FES) ERAHK, WkREHEREE,



S

Ehe %
Synergy

TEHEHE (Synergy) BUbRIERE:
REAHR, EFNEEE8 0, AHAZTHHLE, RiESE, A EFRBOR L,
GiFRm RS, RALREEZNI T, LHLSHERII, b—AL K, BRI,



	编者语
	华容
	16:1
	16:2
	16:3
	4:14
	1:6
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk142897155
	教会的重心从西方移开
	华容
	全球基督教的转变
	问题、挑战和前进的道路
	世界观和智力挑战
	世界多数教会的增长和超自然的恢复
	靠人力管理的事工和宣教与依靠圣灵的关系
	浅层门徒训练或名义主义的挑战
	神学教育和牧师培训
	对基督福音的信心
	为什么这些问题很重要？

